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• Thomas Loicht (AT) 

• Vladyslav Melnychuk 
(UA) 

• Majid Tahseen (PK) 

• Will Osborne (GB)



IISHF - Rules Committee 

Rules of the Game 
release process
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2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

2026/2027 2028/2029

AGM 2027 
2026/2027  

mid-term update 
2028/2029  

initial release

AGM 2026
2026/2027  

final release

AGM 2029 
2028/2029  

mid-term update 
2030/2031 

initial release

AGM 2028 
2028/2029 

final release

• rule changes only every even year 
• mid-term updates every odd year - just clarifications 

and error corrections 
• rule book releases one year in advance (initial release) 
• „last minute“ clarifications and error corrections on rule 

book possible prior to release (final release)

2030

AGM 2030 
2030/2031 

final release
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Rules of the Game 
2026 / 2027

final release for 2026
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5.13.1 Neck and throat 
protector
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8.20 Line Change Procedure 
(and related)
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8.20 Line Change Procedure 
(and related)
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8.20 Line Change Procedure 
(and related)
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And that’s it for 2026!
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A word about rule 
changes.
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Who can propose changes?

• Every member of the Rules Committee 
• Every NGB through the Chairman of the Rules 

Committee (or the IISHF office) 
• The IISHF presidium
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The rule change…
• Is relevant in the context of the Rules of the Game 
• Is implementable in the proposed way 
• Can be enforced by the referees and/or proper authorities 
• Clarifies current rule and/or procedures 
• Simplifies current rule and/or procedures 
• Does not contradict any other rule not mentioned for change in the 

proposal 
• Is consistent with the notion of the game 
• Meets the current standards of the Rules of the Game  
• Makes playing the game more secure for all participants
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thank you for your attention and 
your confidence in our work!

On behalf of the  
IISHF Rules Committee

Arvind Dhillon (IN) 
Marco Eicher (CH) 
Claes Fréder (DK) 
Stefan Gehrig (DE) 

Igor Kolesov (RU) 
Thomas Loicht (AT) 

Vladyslav Melnychuk (UA) 
Will Osborne (GB) 
Majid Tahseen (PK)
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Questions?
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Thank you again for 
your support.


